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date December 22, 1703, and names sons 5 Robert, 6 Charles, 
"who died intestate and without issue" {Birch v. Alexander) ; 
"cousins Elizabeth, Jane and Sarah daughters of my brother 
Philip Alexander," godson John Fitzhugh and executors Col. 
Eice Hooe and Philip Alexander. Both children under eighteen. 

5 Robert 3 Alexander (Robert 2 , John 1 ), born 1688, died 
1735, married Ann Fowke, daughter of Col. Gerard Fowke, of 
Maryland {Hay den, p. 156), and had issue, 7 John, 8 Gerard, 
9 Sarah, 10 Parthenia. {Birch v. Alexander,- Hening's Statutes, 
Vol. VI., p. 399.) 

7 John 4 Alexander (Robert 3 , Robert 2 , John 1 ), born July 
26, 1711, married December 31, 1731, Susanna (born December 
29, 1717, died October 6, 1788), daughter of Thomas Pearson, 
Gent. He died in 1764, leaving issue, six sons and several 
daughters, of whom 11 Charles, eldest son {Birch v. Alexander) 
married Frances Brown, 12 Ann, married George West, 13 Par- 
thenia, married i. Dade Massey, ii. Townsend Dade. {Hay den, 
192.) 

11 Charles 5 Alexander (John 4 , Robert 3 , Robert 2 , John 1 ), 
born July 20, 1737, died 1806; will dated February 22, 1802; 
proved June 14, 1806, married Frances Brown, and had issue, 
14 Charles, married Mary Bowles Armistead, 15 John, died un- 
married, 16 William Brown, married Susan, daughter of John 
Brown, 17 Gustavus Brown, 18 Richard Brown, 19 Lee Massey, 

20 Susanna Pearson, married her first cousin, George Chapman, 

21 Frances, married, 1800, William Thomas Swann. (See Hay- 
den, 180-182, for full particulars of the descendants of Charles 5 
Alexander. ) 

[To be Continued.) 



SOME MINORS IN VIRGINIA.* 
(Continued from Quarterly, VIII., 247.) 
III. Thomas Minor, of Locust Grove, son of Capt. Thomas 
Minor, of the same place, and Alice Thomas; born in 1751, died 
21 July 1834, married, in 1781, Elizabeth Taylor, daughter of 
Col. James Taylor, of Midway, Caroline county, Va., who was 
an ensign in the French and Indian war, 1758; member of the 

* Communicated by Dr. B. B. Minor. 
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House of Burgesses, and of the Conventions of 1775-'76 and '88, 
and a member of the Senate of Virginia, both before and after 
1788, also a member and chairman of the Committee of Safety 
for Caroline county, and lieutenant of the same. He married 
Ann Hubbard, probably of King William county, in or about 
1758. 

Thomas Minor was in military service during the whole of the 
Eevolutionary war, as second and first lieutenant, as adjutant, 
captain and aide de camp of General Ed. Stevens, at the siege 
and surrender of Yorktown. After that war he became a Vir- 
ginia colonel, and a justice of the peace, and as such was twice 
high sheriff of Spotsylvania county. Once, at least, he went to 
Williamsburg to serve as a juror. Twice was he called on by his 
fellow citizens to pay honor to Lafayette. They made him master 
of ceremonies at the grand reception which they gave that illus- 
trious Frenchman in 1824; and when, a decade later, 11 July, 
1834, they celebrated his death, they appointed the old soldier 
the chief pall-bearer. Though in his eighty-third year, he 
marched in the procession on foot, got overheated, and took a 
cold, which turned into pneumonia, and ended his long and hon- 
orable life, in a manner quite similar to that in which the Mar- 
quis caught his death, at the grave of his friend. On the preced- 
ing 4th of July (1834) he had given to a very large number of 
his friends — men, women and children — a barbecue and outdoor 
entertainment on a liberal scale, which proved to have been his 
affectionate farewell. 

Col. Minor was at one time addicted to fox-hunting and the 
turf. He had his kennel and his own race-track, about a mile 
in length, on which his horses and others were trained and exer- 
cised. He made several efforts to give me a fine colt when I was 
a youth, but every one allotted to me died from altering. I 
was allowed to hunt hares with the remnant of his fox-hounds. 
One of his famous hounds, Milo, after a chase for nearly a whole 
day of a large red fox by himself, at last caught him, about 
sunset. A friendly neighbor found the dog a good deal ex- 
hausted, kept him all night, and sent him home the next morn- 
ing in his tumbrel. Col. Minor is mentioned in the Virginia 
Historical Magazine as one of those who, by importation and 
breeding, improved the blooded horses of the State. His son, 
Hubbard, presented him, for the comfort of his old age, his own 
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riding horse, Gentle Kitty, about the finest and easiest in the 
State. She, after the division of the estate, was carried by one of 
his sons-in-law to Kentucky and lived on blue grass to the age 
of thirty years. Col. Minor was a zealous supporter of General 
Jackson, and was greatly disappointed when the old hero lost 
the Presidency in 1824. When he gained it in 1828, the Colonel 
rode Gentle Kitty all the way to Washington City just to con- 
gratulate the President, that he had obtained what he ought to 
have had before. He told him that he had nothing to ask for 
himself or any of his kindred. Old Hickory treated him very 
cordially. In May, 1842, 1 had the honor and pleasure of spend- 
ing a day at the Hermitage with General Jackson. Dr. H. T. 
Minor withdrew from the Jackson party on account of the re- 
moval of the United States deposits, and the proclamation and 
force bill in regard to South Carolina. 

Thomas and Elizabeth Minor had five sons and seven daugh- 
ters. The sons remained and died (John and Thomas, unmar- 
ried) in Virginia, where Dr. H. T. Minor and Dr. Jefferson 
Minor have descendants. Five of the daughters went to Ken- 
tucky and Missouri with their husbands, J. Madison Buckner, 
Henry Chevis, Eev. Addison M. Lewis, Col. Colby Taylor and 
William Jackson, and some of them have descendants in those 
States. Ann Maria married Francis W. Scott, of Caroline 
county, and they have descendants. One of their children, Mrs. 
Alice Scott Chandler, now has a large and flourishing female 
seminary in Atlanta, Ga. She first had one at the Bowling 
Green, Va. Alice Thomas Minor died unmarried over eighty 
years of age. She lived at the Bowling Green with her sister, 
Mrs. Scott, and some of her children. Mrs. Scott was also an 
octogenarian, and so were Mrs. Addison Lewis, of Missouri, and 
one of her daughters. 

IV. Thomas Minor was the son of Capt. Thomas Minor, of 
Spotsylvania county, who was born 17 — , married in March, 
1742, Alice Thomas, died about December, 1776. His will is 
dated 9th April, 1776, and admitted to probate 19th December, 
1776. So that he was living when the Declaration of Independ- 
ence was adopted, and his son and heir, Thomas, was then a com- 
missioned officer in the Bevolutionary army. He was himself a 
colonial captain, and his will shows that he approved his son's 
course. The will, omitting introduction, is as follows : 
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"I give my son John Minor one negro boy, named Dick, at my 
wife's decease. 

"I give to my daughter Agatha, wife of Mordecai Kedd, at my 
wife's decease, one negro man named George. 

"I give to my daughter Lucy, wife of James Crane, at my 
wife's decease, one negro man, named Sam. 

"I have given my son Owen Minor what I intended before 
inditing this will.* 

"I give to my son Thomas Minor a parcel of land out of the 
tract whereon I now live, lying in the fork of the road leading 
from Lewis's bridge to Fredericksburg, and from the aforesaid 
bridge to Caroline Ct. Ho., whereon are two plantations known 
by the names of Phariss (Parish's afterwards), and Gravelly 
Eun ; also two negro men named Jack and Troy ; one boy named 
Joe, one negro woman named Beck, one negro girl named Eose ; 
one bed and furniture. I also, at my wife's decease, give my said 
son Thomas all my lands in Spotsylva. Co., also a negro man 
named Bob Bowlin, and it is my desire that my wife have wood 
and timber off the land first given my son Thomas. 

"I give my daughter Ann Minor, on the day of her marriage, 
or when she comes of age, three negroes named Gowin, Pan, 
Judith, with one good feather bed and furniture. 

"I give to my daughter Clary Minor, on the day of her mar- 
riage, or when she comes of age, three negroes named Absalom, 
Parolet, Salley, with one good feather bed and furniture. 

"I give to my daughter Elizabeth Minor, on the day of her 
marriage, or when she comes of age, three negroes named Bob 
Carter, Simon, Ophela, with one good feather bed and furniture. 

"I lend to my wife all my lands in Spotsylvania, except the 
part allotted for Thomas Minor, with all my negroes except five 

* Cordial thanks will be given for any information concerning John, 
or Owen Minor, or these Cranes. In Marion county, Mo., I met with two 
brothers of the Redd family, who removed first to Kentucky. One was 
judge of the, Circuit Court, and lived, with his family, in the town of 
Palmyra, the county-seat; the other lived on his farm a few miles from 
that town. He was presiding justice of the County Court, and a zealous 
worker for his church and its Sunday-school. I was told that I would 
be sure to find him there, and I did. They both received their hitherto 
unknown kinsman very cordially. In Missouri I also met Lewis and 
Buckner relatives. 
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given to Thomas Minor, stocks of horses, cattle, sheep, hogs and 
household furniture, during her life, or widowhood, my daugh- 
ters Ann, Clary and Elizabeth, to be maintained out of my 
estate until they marry, or come of age, at which time they will 
respectively receive the negroes given to them by name in my 
will; and at my wife's decease, the different legacies given my 
children by name being taken out, the remaining negroes to be 
divided between my three daughters Ann, Clary and Elizabeth. 
My horses, cattle, sheep, hogs and household furniture, at my 
wife's decease, to be divided between my son Thomas and my 
three daughters, and in case my son Thomas should die before 
heirs of his body lawfully begotten, then the lands and negroes 
I have given him to be divided between my three daughters, Ann, 
Clary and Elizabeth. And in case one, or more of my three 
daughters should die before they marry or come of age, then 
what I have given them to be divided between my son Thomas 
and the survivor, or survivors of my three daughters. I ap- 
point my loving wife and James Tutt executrix and executor, 
&e. &c." 

Of these three daughters, one (not known which) married a 
Tutt ; not known whom the other married ; but Clary certainly 
married Hubbard Taylor. He was married one evening, and the 
next evening (whether before or after, not known) Thomas 
Minor married his sister, Elizabeth Taylor. Hubbard Taylor 
removed to Kentucky (as also did his two brothers, General 
James, of Newport, and Eeuben), where he became a man of 
prominence and influence. Bishop Hubbard Hind Kavanaugh 
was descended from him. The Taylors of Virginia have had two 
Presidents, James Madison and Zachary Taylor, besides John 
Taylor, of Hazlewood, Edmund Pendleton, Gen. E. Pendleton 
Gaines and others of lesser distinction. 

Who Thomas Minor, Sr., of Spotsylvania, was, whence he 
came, and who were his ancestors has not yet been proved. He 
was married there in 1743, and in thirty-four years had the 
■estate and the family indicated by his will. When his son 
Thomas received his whole patrimony, he had a landed estate 
(stocked) of 2,000 acres, part of which, being "low grounds" 
along a branch of the Matapony, was very fertile, and other 
parts were watered by Gravelly Eun. At one time it produced 
cotton and tobacco. The plantation was named Locust Grove, 
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which was the seat of the most unbounded hospitality for more 
than half a century, 1781 to 1834. My earliest recollections are 
entwined around it. The devisees were anxious for it to be kept 
in the family, and offered H. T. Minor a liberal inducement to 
buy it. But he was well fixed, eight miles distant, on a smaller 
place, which was a better location for a physician, and his wife 
objected to the transfer. So Locust Grove passed away from the 
Minors after they had held it upwards of one hundred years. 

The records of Spotsylvania commence only in 1722, and those 
of Caroline have become very defective; still some further dis- 
covery may yet be made in regard to Thomas Minor, Sr. Can 
any one aid in it? 

An Isolated Item. 

Looking into the Parish Register of Middlesex county, pub- 
lished by the Colonial Dames, to see what was therein relating to 
my Aldridge, Jackson, Blake and Hubbard ancestry, I examined 
the Minors also, and no little surprise was occasioned by the fol- 
lowing entry, on page 171: 

"Benjamin Minor and Betsy Eoss, married May 1, 1779 ;" two 
years before my grandfather was married. Who was this Ben- 
jamin? 



HISTOBICAL NOTES AND QUEEIES. 

Seasoning. — This was an expression used in Virginia to de- 
note the period required for the acclimation of emigrants. Dur- 
ing the seventeenth century the mortality was very great. Out of 
fourteen thousand person imported to Virginia but one thousand 
two hundred and fifty-eight survived at the time of the massacre 
in 1622. There were, however, other causes in operation during 
the first fifteen years — famine and Indian attack. Till 1619, 
the colony was under marshal law, so that the noblest emigrant 
and the lowest servant were on a plane of equality. Men of 
"Auncyent houses and borne to estates of 1000 b by the yeere" 
were constrained to serve at hard labor seven or eight years. 
Many died. (Neill's Virginia Company of London, p. 419.) 

Peter De Vries visited Virginia in 1632, and wrote of the 
climate that "during the months of June, July and August it 



